
                                                             

                                                             

"SAVE ME FROM HELL"

by Aneta Gjorgoska

Highlight
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FADE IN.

Black screen, on the screen:"Everyone is responsible for his 
life before God who has given it to him. It is God who 
remains the sovereign Master of life. We are obligated to 
accept life gratefully and preserve it for his honor and the 
salvation of our souls. We are stewards, not owners, of the 
life God has entrusted to us. It is not ours to dispose of."

Title card:"Save me from Hell"

INT. BATHROOM-NIGHT

Water running. The bathtub is slowly filling in with water. 
Ester(28) gets in the tub. Close up on her face, mascara is 
running down her cheeks. She grabs a razor and slits her left 
wrist. Blood drips on the floor. She groans in pain.

ESTER (V.O)
Killing myself was never an option, 
but you know sometimes you just can't 
take it anymore. The constant search 
for love and happiness and 
acceptance...is just exhausting. All I 
ever wanted was to be someone, someone 
that others admire and look up 
to...even envy. I just wanted to be 
special.

INT. HELL

Small pieces of ash are falling from the sky. It's all white 
and foggy. Ester is laying on the floor. Close up on her 
face. She opens her eyes, and sees what's around her. She 
gasps.

ESTER (V.O)
They say suicide is a sin, and whoever 
commits a sin goes to hell...Am I in 
hell?

She looks around, but there is nothing much to see.

ESTER
Hello!

Her voice echoes. Out of nowhere a huge screen forms in front 
oh her. On the screen is Ester, giving a speech. She looks 
beautiful. She is wearing a gorgeous gown and she is holding 
a golden statue.





Text Box
SUPER:








Text Box
A bathtub slowly fills


Text Box
In general, you should almost always use present tense when writing your descriptive text. It makes it more declarative and keeps things moving, which is advantageous in a short.
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ESTER
(on screen)

My mother was an actress. A pretty 
good one (chuckles), she never got her 
breakthrough role. When I was little I 
said to her: "Mommy, one day I want to 
be an actress, just like you." She 
smiled and said:"Never stop dreaming". 
Today I stand here, in front of all of 
you and I dare to say the same, never 
stop dreaming. This is for you mommy.

She smiles. Audience cheers and applauds. Screen disappears.

ESTER
(to herself)

I did it. I did make it.

A deep, evil laugh is heard.

DEVIL (O.S)
(sarcastic)

Congratulations on the award.

ESTER
(scared)

Who are you?

DEVIL (O.S)
Well the Devil itself of course. 
Welcome to my kingdom.

ESTER
(to herself)

I'm in hell!?

DEVIL (O.S)
(with a creepy laughter)

The hell itself, my child.

She notices the cut on her wrist.

ESTER
(to herself)

What have I done?

INT. KARINA'S TRAILER-DAY

Close up on Karina(26). She is fixing her lipstick and sips

from her coffee. Ester walks in.


Text Box
Where are you?


Text Box
It is quite strange that he's just a disembodied voice and you don't show his form. It robs the moment of any real impact.





Text Box
Unnecessary break / formatting error here.
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ESTER
(starring at Karina)

Hi.

Karina looks at her.

KARINA
Oh, hi.

Awkward pause.

KARINA
I don't think we've met.

ESTER
Um..no..I'm Ester.

KARINA
You are one of the extras right?

ESTER
Yes, yes exactly, an extra...for now, 
I'm also an actress. I wanted to say 
how much I admire you.

KARINA
Awww you are so sweet...I'm sure 
you'll get there, just never stop 
dreaming.

Jennifer(50) the director of the production walks in.

JENNIFER
Karina, a word.

While Jennifer and Karina are talking, Ester puts poison in 
Karina's coffee.

KARINA
(to Jennifer)

Got ya.

JENNIFER
Good. You are on in five.

Jennifer notices Ester.

JENNIFER
(to Ester)

You must be one of the extras. You are 
not supposed to be here.


Text Box
Wow, this is a bold move, but an interesting one.
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Ester nods. Karina drinks the coffee.

ESTER
(to Jennifer)

I'm sorry I just wanted to say how 
much I admire--

Karina drops dead.

JENNIFER
Karina!

Jennifer checks Karina's pulse.

JENNIFER
She's dead.

Jennifer looks at Ester.

JENNIFER (CONT'D)
(with a smile)

...And you might be the perfect 
replacement.

Ester is surprised and little shocked but pleased.

                                                      CUT TO: 

Ester is giving a speech. She is wearing a gorgeous gown and 
is holding a golden statue. She seems nervous.

ESTER
My..My mother was an actress. A pretty 
good one, ummm... she never got her 
breakthrough role. When I was little I 
said to her: "Mommy, one day I want to 
be an actress, just like you."She 
smiled and said:"Never stop dreaming".

                                                      CUT TO: 

Slow motion of Karina saying to Ester "never stop dreaming".

ESTER
Oh my god...I...I can't..I...

Audience Cheers and applauds.

ESTER
I...

(looks at the statue)





Text Box
This bit moves way too fast which plays havoc with the tone. The opening tone suggests a somber story, but here the speed of this sequence is more akin to comedy. That might be what you're going for it, but it's not clear if it's intentional or not. 


Text Box
Basically it becomes cartoonish here, which is something you should be aware of if that's not your intent.


Text Box
Where are we here? You might want to just say. There's no use keep it mysterious on the page at this point.
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Thank you.

INT. BATHROOM-NIGHT

Same scenario as before. Ester is laying in the bathtub. She 
takes the razor and slits her wrist.

INT. HELL-SAME

An evil laughter is heard.

DEVIL (O.S)
Welcome back.

ESTER
What was that? I just freaking killed 
someone...how...I...I am not a 
murderer!

DEVIL (O.S)
Didn't you get what you want? Fame!

ESTER
Yes, I did, but...

INT. KARINA'S TRAILER-DAY

Same scenario as before. Karina is fixing her lipstick then 
sips from her coffee. Ester walks in.

ESTER
(starring at Karina)

Hi.

KARINA
Oh, hi.

Awkward pause.

KARINA
I don't think we've met.

Ester pulls out a gun and shoots her in the head. She 
immediately regrets what she's done and drops the gun on the 
floor. Jennifer comes in, she sees Karina on the floor. She 
kicks Karina with her leg.

JENNIFER
She's dead.


Text Box
Again there's a waffling of tone here. Are we supposed to find this repetition creepy? Or are we supposed to find it absurd? It's not clear.


Text Box
Repetition is a key part of both comedy AND horror, so it can be tricky that way.
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ESTER
(shaking)

I...

JENNIFER
(with a grin)

You would be amazing for the role.

                                                      CUT TO: 

Ester is giving a speech. She is wearing a gorgeous gown and 
holding a golden statue. She seems zoned out.

ESTER
My mother was an actress. A pretty 
good one, she never got her 
breakthrough role. When I ..when I...

Ester hears Karina's voice saying: "Never stop dreaming". 
Audience cheers and applauds.

ESTER
No, stop...I'm not who you think I 
am...I kill...

(looks at the statue)
Thank you.

INT. BATHROOM-NIGHT

Ester is laying in the bathtub. She slits her wrist.

INT. HELL-SAME

Abrupt medium close up of Ester, she is crying.

ESTER
(to herself)

Make it stop...make it stop...

Evil laughter is heard.

DEVIL (O.S)
A murderer needs to be punished!

ESTER
No, no, no, no I am not a murderer.

DEVIL (O.S)
You killed yourself.

KidMoney
Highlight

KidMoney
Highlight

KidMoney
Highlight

KidMoney
Highlight

KidMoney
Highlight



                                                          8. 

                                                             

ESTER
So, that's what this is all about. Is 
this my punishment? This...never 
ending loop of hell? Answer me!

An evil laughter is heard.

ESTER (CONT'D)
How do I stop it? Answer me! 
Please...please...

DEVIL (O.S)
Only you have the answer.

INT. KARINA'S TRAILER-DAY

Same scenario as before. Karina is fixing her lipstick then 
sips from her coffee. Ester walks in.

ESTER
Hi.

KARINA
Oh hi.

Awkward pause.

KARINA
I don't think we've met.

Ester pulls out a knife and stabs Karina ten times in the 
chest. She regrets what she's done but it's too late, her 
face is all covered in blood. Jennifer walks in. She pulls 
out the knife from Karina's chest.

JENNIFER
That's a big ass knife. She's dead.

Jennifer looks at Ester.

JENNIFER (CONT'D)
Oh, you poor thing, you got your face 
all dirty.

She takes a napkin and wipes down her face.

JENNIFER (CONT'D)
There, much better.

Jennifer awkwardly stares at Ester without moving a muscle, 
then she starts laughing.











Text Box
Here it definitely seems like comedy is the approach, but how does that help deliver your message?
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JENNIFER (CONT'D)
You are going to be a big star!

She continues to laugh. Ester shakes her head, she is in 
shock.

                                                      CUT TO: 

Ester is giving a speech. She is wearing a gorgeous gown and 
holding a golden statue. She looks devastated.

ESTER
My..my mom...

Ester hears Karina's voice saying: "Never stop dreaming"..

ESTER
God please forgive me! I didn't mean 
to kill her, that's not who I am...I 
don't deserve this...

She looks at the statue and tosses it on the floor. Then 
looks at the cut on her wrist.

ESTER
God forgive me!

Audience cheers and applauds, even louder now.

ESTER
No, what are you doing, stop 
applauding, stop it, what is wrong 
with you people, stop...stop...

She breaks down.

INT. BATHROOM-NIGHT

Ester wakes up in a bathtub full with water. She sees the the 
razor in her hand and tosses it on the floor. She has a cut 
on her left wrist. She groans in pain. She quickly gets off 
the tub and wraps her hand in a towel. She looks in the 
mirror.

ESTER (V.O)
There comes a time when you look in 
the mirror and you realize that what 
you see is who you will always be. And 
then you accept it, or you kill 
yourself. Or you just stop looking in 
the mirror.
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FADE OUT.


Text Box
It doesn't feel like she actually learned her lesson here. It feels rushed so we miss her having an actual epiphany.


Text Box
You might consider doing a montage this loop to hit home the fact that it's hard to break out of it, much like it's hard to break out of a cycle of depression, if that is indeed your message. 


Text Box
We also suggest nailing down the tone. Absurdism works well in short form, but it's a bit difficult to tell if you want it to be more horrifying or comedic here. Both methods can work, but if your overall theme/message is depression than obviously a more dramatic approach might be better. Again, it can still be absurd and work, it's just a bit harder.


Text Box
The concept is interesting and could be tweaked to be quite effective IF you allow yourself to be more playful. The idea is wild but it feels like you're holding back. You might also consider adding some length to it, so you can explore more, especially with Eve. We still have no real idea who she is. How much of that fantasy is real and how much is wish fulfillment? Because we're shown the award acceptance it's not clear if some version of that actually happened. Explore the character more so she can be fleshed out. Without knowing more about her as a person, it's hard to really care about her as a character.




